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School Hours:  
Monday                    

9:45 AM - 3:15 PM 

Tuesday - Friday     
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM 

Important Dates 

Dec 01 
!st & 2nd Grade       

Musical/Dinner (5 PM) 
 

Dec 10 
Winter Wonderland     
10:00 AM - 12:45 PM 

 
Dec 15 

Winter Parties        
2:30 PM - 3:15 PM 

 
Dec 16 - Jan 04 
Winter Break 

(Students return on 
Jan 05, 2023) 

 
 
 

Dear Centennial Families,   

This past month has been a true time of thanks. We are so thankful! In the 
month of November we gave out over 4,000 pounds of food. We are thankful 
for Ms. Miller and Mr. Loa for running the Care and Share/CES Food Pantry and 
putting in all of the work to make food an available resource for families. It was 
also wonderful to have families sponsored by the Organized General MC and also 
PPUW. We are also very thankful to have an exceptional staff who works     
alongside us every day to do outstanding work for students. We are also very 
thankful that we get to work with your amazing children every day. We do believe 
our Centennial students are the best and the support from families is much    
appreciated. Our Centennial Staff members are proud to be part of our         
incredible community! We appreciate all you do to support our school. 

Students continue to show academic growth while working to meet the proficient 
and advanced bar. We believe all of our students can and will achieve and that is 
why our mission is Achievement Now. One of our core beliefs is that student     
academic achievement is our number one priority; therefore, our staff works 
relentlessly to help all students succeed and grow. Without your support we 
would not be able to do what we do each day with students – for that we thank 
you! 

We are extremely grateful to have your students in our school. Serving this  
community is something we are both very passionate about because at         
Centennial, we believe we have the best students, parents, families, staff and 
community! We hope you and your family enjoy the upcoming Winter Break! Have 
a safe and happy holiday season filled with family and friends. 
 

Achievement NOW, 

Mrs. Noyes - Principal       Mr. Lane – Assistant Principal   
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- The Centennial Staff 



 

Kindergarten News 
November has flown by and it has been a very busy month! We hope that all our families had a wonderful 
and restful Thanksgiving break. 

In December, reading will find us continuing to work on our   
reading skills and finding the main idea in a story. Please continue 
to work with your student on their sight words and letters and 
sounds. Weight, length, height, and volume is our focus in math. 
We will also continue to work on number writing and counting. 
Writing finds us continuing to work on sentences and making 
sure that we have capital letters, punctuation and correct 
spacing. 

Important information will be communicated through DOJO, so 
please make sure you are connected. We want to wish all our 
kindergarten families a wonderful holiday season. 

First Grade News 
In First Grade, students will continue learning the    
digraph sounds and reviewing the short vowel 
sounds. First Graders have been learning to blend 
and read words with these sounds and read     
passages that have the different spelling patterns. 
  
In math, students have been adding and            
subtracting within 20 using the make a ten    
strategy and taking from ten strategy. In        
December, we will be learning to compare      
measurements and continue to work on addition 
and subtraction strategies. 
 

Second Grade News 
Reading - We have been practicing short and long vowel sounds and patterns. We have also started learning 
and practicing our second-grade sight words. We are currently on words 400-500. In comprehension, we are 
learning how rereading can help us better understand the meaning of a story. We are also learning how the 

author’s purpose and the plot can help us better understand grade level 
texts. 

Writing - We are now getting into writing paragraph responses. We are 
paying extra attention to capital letters to start our sentences and  
using the correct punctation. We are starting to construct topic      
sentences, body sentences, and well-formed conclusions. We are also 
working on how we can organize our thoughts into a well constructive 
paragraph. 

Math - We have recently switched to a new curriculum called Eureka 
Squared. Each day, we will send home the practice sheets done in class 
so that you can see your child’s work, and so the students can be      
reminded how to do their homework. We are currently working through 
Module 2, which teaches different strategies for adding and subtracting 
to 200. We are also continuing to use RDW (Read Draw Write) to solve 
one and two-step word problems. 



 

Third Grade News 
Hello again third grade families! 
I feel like we just wrote the November newsletter and somehow here we are moving into December. Coming 
up in third grade reading, we have a few more weeks in Unit 3. We will be reading about how one person can 
change the way others think. Following that, we will look into the solar system and learn about some of 
Earth’s neighbors. Before we go to break, we’re going to take a peek at how nature has provided people 
with ideas. We’re going to focus largely on skills such as main idea, character, setting, and plot through a   
variety of texts. 
 
In math, we’ve started looking at how to measure the area of 
shapes. It’s a big jump to go from units of linear measurements to 
those of area. As always, a huge focus in third grade is our           
multiplication fluency. We work on being able to automatically perform 
our multiplication facts. After winter break, we’ll be  getting into  
fractions, which is a tricky concept, but we’re confident our third 
graders are more than capable! 
 
As always, we appreciate your support at home. Practicing their skip 
counting at home is a wonderful support in math. The best form of 
support for reading is ensuring that your student gets time in text. 
Reading anything that interests them is the most useful form of  
fluency practice! We are also starting our middle of the year                       
benchmark tests to help gauge the growth of our students. Making 
sure the students are well-rested will be a great benefit! 

If you ever have a concern or question about your student or what 
we’re doing in class, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us via Dojo 
and we’ll be happy to talk with you! We’re proud to be your third 
grade team! 
 

Fourth Grade News 
Happy Holidays Fourth Grade Families!  It is amazing to see the growth the students have made from the 
start of school to now. Many of them have built on their basic understanding of multiplication to become 
successful in strategies like area model and partial products. Their willingness to learn different ways of 
solving problems has been amazing. As we continue to move through multiplication and division, please help 
them work on strengthening knowledge of their multiplication facts, especially the multiples of 7 & 8.    
Looking forward, we will start our exploration of fractions in the next module.  
 

In reading, we are starting our unit on Community 
Spirit with lots of fictional and real life examples of 
people making their schools and cities better places. 
We will also be learning more about first and third 
person point of view, as well as a narrator's          
perspective. Gearing up for winter break and the end 
of the quarter, there will be lots of benchmark tests 
like IReady. I can't wait to see how much our        
students have grown! 
 
In writing, we will start our persuasive writing unit 
where students will be able to share their own opinion 
on important issues, like the best ways to protect 
our environment and if junk food should be allowed in 
schools. 
 



 

Fifth Grade News 
During the month of December we will be wrapping up module two. To demonstrate their learning and 
understanding of wordplay and figurative language, students will be tested in analyzing dramas and poetry. 
Your student will also be taking iReady testing in reading and math, so please ensure that your student is 
receiving the best amount of sleep. Also remember to take this time to enjoy your family and friends 
during the much needed break. During the last few weeks of our first semester we will be working on 
transitioning from expository writing to narrative writing. The purpose of narrative writing is that the 
student can write about experiences or events using descriptive details and sequential order. 

In science, we will finish up our mold terrarium 
project and begin our unit on Stars and the Solar 
System. Students will learn about the earth’s 
rotation, seasonal changes, and the phases of 
the moon through fun hands on activities!  

In math for the month of December, students 
will be finishing module 3 on adding and 
subtracting fractions, as well as covering the 
topics of multiplying and dividing fractions and 
decimals. To help students be more successful, 
students can work on Happy Numbers at home. 
Students have been working very hard in math, 
so make sure to enjoy your break and rest up 
for the rest of the school year. Happy holidays 
from the fifth grade team!  

Special Education News 
This is such a special time of year! We are all excited for break and    
spending the holidays with family. The Special Education Department has 
been working on individual goals and middle of semester academics with our 
students. 

We realize this can be a stressful time of year, but it is important that 
we enjoy the season and share that joy with your children. So, tap into 
your inner child and have fun. Laugh loudly, play games, sing with your 
heart, and share all the joy of the season with everyone you encounter 
this month. Also remember to take care of you and your children using 
healthy habits, getting enough sleep, eating healthy meals and spending 
time with those near to dear to us. 

From our Special Education Department Family to yours, we hope you have a Healthy and Happy Holidays! 
 
 

Physical Education News 
Kindergarten and 1st grade students will move safely in the gym while chasing and 
fleeing. 
  
2nd, 3rd, 4thand 5th grade students will practice throwing and catching to their peers. 
They will work on their accuracy, power and speed while throwing. They will also 
learn different strategies to help them work with their peers.   



 

Art News 
Kindergarteners have been learning rainbow corn: where it came from, what it is used for and why it is 
called rainbow corn. Soon we will be learning how to make paper chains and snowflakes 
 

1st Grade also learned about rainbow corn: where it 
came from, what it is used for and why it is called 
rainbow corn. They have also helped make a big prop 
for their December Music Concert. Before that we 
will be learning how to make paper chains and     
snowflakes 
 
2nd Graders are learning a lot about architecture, 
balance and symmetry. We are going to make our 
very own symmetrical Centennial building fronts. Ask 
us what a line of symmetry is. Ask a 2nd grader to 
find something in nature that is symmetrical and has 
a line of symmetry. 

 
3rd Graders are creating a 3D winter city. They will all become architects and design a building from a box. 
We are also making other 3D props to add to our winter scene 
 
4th Grade learned about one-point perspective and will now be creating a James Rizzi Pop Art inspired     
cityscape and talk about pedestrian safety. We will be using paint sticks and making happy, bright colored 
buildings. Maybe a holiday scene is next. 
 
5th Graders learned about Surrealism and how Day of the Dead could be surreal. They made skeletons out 
of q tips and learned about how Day of the Dead is not related to Halloween but honoring their ancestors. 
Next perhaps will be a surreal eye. 
 

Music News 
Happy Holidays from the music class at           
Centennial. Throughout the month of December 
students will play or sing their favorite        
Christmas Songs and Carols. 
 
Kindergarten - This month Kindergarten music 
classes have learned Whisper, Talk Shout & Sing. 
There is huge difference in our Shouting and    
Singing voice. Kindergarteners are learning a new 
song “Shouting in School is not cool”. Teaching us 
to not use our outside voices indoors. 
 
1st and 2nd Grade Music - On December 1st our 
1st and 2nd Graders will perform “Polar Express” 
for parents and family at our Family night. Meals will be provided by United Way. Make plans on joining us for 
this fun event! After we perform, we will celebrate on a later date with a nice cup of “Hot Chocolate!” 
 
3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Music - This month 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade music learners will be exploring the      
musical Alphabet (A, B, C D, E, F, & G). The importance of the musical alphabet lets us start our musical  
journey on instruments. Students have been playing BOOMWHACKERS (pitched tubed instruments) to songs 
like: “We Don’t Talk about Bruno” & “Hakuna Matata”. Students will play the BOOMWHACKERS to Christmas 
songs and Carols.  
 
Have a Safe and Happy Holidays from Music @ Centennial!  



 

Library/Learning Commons 
It’s hard to believe that we are almost half way 
through the school year. Winter Break is right around 
the corner and as a reminder, the PPLD PowerPass 
is always up and running to keep your child(ren)   
reading,  creating music, or learning a new language 
during the break. The PPLD PowerPass is FREE to all 
HSD2 students. 
 
In December, Kindergarten through 2nd grade      
students will use their creativity using a variety of 
different STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,   
Art & Math) building kits and activities. As students     
explore with their minds and with their senses, they 
will be observing, designing, building, solving problems, 
and learning how to work well with others.  
 
3rd through 5th grade students will be completing their Microsoft PowerPoint presentation - My Christmas 
Wish List with a Twist.  This presentation will help the “older” generation understand what gifts and gadgets 
are popular with the “younger” generation. 
 
Happy holidays and have a wonderful new year! 

 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1      C Day 
1st/2nd Grade 
Musical         
Family Dinner 5PM   

2          D Day 3 

4 5          A Day 6          B Day          7          C Day 8          D Day 9          A Day 10 
Winter                         
Wonderland                     
10:00 - 12:45 

11 12          B Day 13          C Day 14          D Day 15          A Day 
Winter Parties  
2:30 PM - 3:15 PM 

16 
 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

   December 2022

CHRISTMAS BREAK IS DECEMBER 16, 2022 - JANUARY 04, 2023 

STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL ON JANUARY 05, 2023 

No School  
 Winter Break 

Begins 



 

We are excited to have                       
Santa Claus at Centennial! 

 

Saturday, December 10th, 2022  
from 10:00 AM to 12:45 PM 

 

Individual or family photos will 

be available. 

There will be hot chocolate and 

crafts for the children. 



 

District Corner 
D2 Choice and Open Enrollment for the 2023-2024 school year is OPEN. Choice and Open Enrollment 
is for out-of-district students and in-district students who wish to attend a school other than 

their home school. This is the time for 
parents to request to enroll their         
incoming kindergarten student or current 
student if they would like them to      
attend a different school other than 
their neighborhood school. Students      
attending out-of-district or charter 
schools must provide the most recent 
attendance record, discipline record, and 
grades/transcript from their current 
school as supporting documents. Visit 
www.hsd2.org/studentsupport for        
information. 

The Dakota Promise 
D2 offers FREE College for our students. The Dakota Promise offers our students a free degree 
or certificate from Pikes Peak State College. It’s EASY! 

• · Must have attended one of our high schools for at least a full academic year. 

• · Enroll at PPSC within 16 months of graduating high school. 

• · A minimum of a 2.25 cumulative (or junior + senior year) weighted GPA. 

Completed Financial Aid application on file: FAFSA (for US citizens and eligible non-citizens) and CASFA          
(for undocumented students). 

HSD2 Weather Closings/Delays 
Winter Weather could happen soon. Make sure you have updated mobile numbers and emails on file 
with your child’s school. Decisions to delay or close due to inclement weather are made as soon as 
possible. You can also get this information from the District website, District social media or local 
news outlets.  


